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Director’s Notes 


“The spirit of creation is simply the spirit of contradiction.” 
Jean Cocteau 


We human beings want a certain degree of order in our lives. We 
foster institutions, such as the family, community services and the 
police, whose function is to maintain that order. Chaos and the 
darker aspects of human nature invariably threaten to make a 
complete mess of our plans for a neat and tidy, safe and nurturing 
world. On the other hand, our lives would be very dull and 
uninteresting without the presence of a certain degree of anarchy. 
How much of it to allow is a matter of taste. We don't like pain and 
discomfort. Suffering is something which is to be avoided. How then 
do we reconcile these contradictory forces? There is no simple 
answer that will satisfy all of us. | take great pleasure in observing 
how the characters in this play struggle with this question. 


Ralph *liton 


Dr. Ralph Allison is an Associate Professor and Co-ordinator of 
Theatre Performance in the Department of Theatre at Concordia 
University. He has directed many productions for the department. 


These include: The Suicide, The Imaginary Invalid, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Ihe Taming of the Shrew, The Country Wife, and 
Blood Wedding. 


He directed The Middle Ages for the Village Theatre and appeared 
there as Herb in Neil Simon’s | Qught to be in Pictures. He has 
performed as an actor and mime in Montreal for the past twenty 
years and most recently appeared in Paul Schrader’s film, 
“Affliction”. 


George F. Walker is a Canadian playwright with an international 
reputation. He has won the Chalmers Award for best new Canadian 
play six times and the Governor General's Award twice. Escape from 
Happiness is the fourth play in a sequence known as the “East End” 
plays. Many of the same characters reappear in the east-end setting 
of a major East coast city. Three new George F. Walker plays are 
premiering this month at the Factory Theatre in Toronto. 
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UNIVERSITY 


Faculty of Fine Arts 
Department of Theatre 


Offering programmes in: 





Specialization in Design for the Theatre 
Specialization in Drama in Education 
Specialization in Playwriting . 
Major in Theatre 
Minor in Theatre 
Specialization in Theatre Performance 
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t= Call in February to book your 
audition, interview or portfolio! 


(514) 848-4747 — fax: (514) 848-4525 
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